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From Volunteer To Foster Parent

The Salvation Army’s Red Shield is  distribute Angel Tree gifts, something that would become a Christmas tradition

one of the most recognizable symbolsfor her. She soon began volunteering with The Salvation Army’s youth ministry

in America, but it is more than just our and while doing so, noticed an improvement in her health.

logo. It symbolizes our ministry. There

is perhaps no better example of this “As | got more involved with volunteering, | learned more about The Salvation

than Aimee Darwent, our social worker Army and all the programs it offers to the community,” Aimee said. “The more

and youth director in Sevierville. | learned, the more | fell in love with the organization, what it does for the

Aimee’s involvement with The Army community, what it stands for and how well it uses donations.”

was not planned, but one she now

knows God intended for her all along. Not long after she began volunteering with the qarogram, she was hired full-
time as the social worker for the Sevierville office and became a Soldier (church

“My husband’s company was asked tomember) in the Sevierville Corps. Earlier this year, she was promoted to Youth

help distribute Thanksgiving baskets Director, a position that would soon change her life.

four years ago,” explains Aimee. “|

wasn’'t working at the time because of When three siblings who were very involved in the Corps’ Youth Program were

health reasons, so | jumped at the chanceemoved from their home by the Department of Chilth Services and separated

to do something to give back to the  from each other, Aimee and her husband, Travigléedio become foster parents

community.” to the kids.

Aimee enjoyed volunteering so much “Taking in kids at the ages of 7, 9 and 11 is a HH&@®mmitment,” Aimee says,
that she decided to help out at Christmasbut these children are part of our family and part of our church family and we
time as well. She volunteered to couldn’t allow them to be away from everything that is normal to them.”

Aimee says that she and Travis can't express the number of ways
that their world has changed since opening up tiaine to the three
children. There have been some challenging moments. However,
when they hear the children laugh out loud or see them with smiles
on their faces, they know that they are doing éxadhat God wants
them to do.

“I truly believe that God has had His hand in this the whole time.

He brought me to The Salvation Army as a simple volunteer and
opened up the door for me to go back to work for an organization
that | love and believe in with all of my heart. Wthree years later,

He has blessed us by bringing these children, that otherwise might
have fallen through the cracks, into our home. Ly blessed every
day because of The Salvation Army and the way God has worked in
my life.”

Travis and Aimee Darwent

www.SalvationArmyKnoxville.org
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From Major Vick

ko DoING

What does it mean This year, there are many in our
to be a shield? At community who still need a shield. To

GOOD

Majors Don & Daphne Vick
Area Commanders

Thompson Center of Hope
409 North Broadway
Knoxville, TN 37917
865.525.9401 office
865.524.7748 fax

Sevier County
Social Services,
Sevierville Corps
806 W. Main Street
Sevierville, TN 37862
865.908.4010 office
865.428.8523 fax

Anderson County
Social Services
145 Robertsville Road
Oak Ridge, TN 37830
865.483.4694

Blount County
Social Services,
Mercy Chapel
1414 Sevierville Road
Maryville, TN 37804
865.983.7135

For Thrift Store Pick-Up or
Vehicle Donations call:
865.524.1329

Newsletter Editor
Rob Link

A ARMY THE MOST

a time when so them, that could be a Christmas gift,

many are hurting, food, shelter - hope. But we need your

to be a shield is to help! Would you stand with us this year

be the difference. The difference to be a shield in our community?

between hunger and help, homelessness

and shelter, hopelessness and a life Together, today, we can all be heroes.

regained. We can be that shield of charity and
of love.

When you volunteer to serve a meal or

ring a bell, you are a shield. When you God bless you!

donate food for our pantry, give online

for disaster relief or drop your spare

change in a kettle, you are a shield.

When you pray for The Salvation Army,

tell your friends about your volunteer

experience or share one of our facebook

posts, you are a shield.

Major Don Vick
Knoxville Area Commander

$5.000 For 5,000 | @5 Like |Hits

It's never been easier to BE a SHIELD.

The law firm of Ralph Brown & good. They have pledged to donate $1
Associates wants to be known for theirto The Salvation Army for every “like”
service to the Knoxville community in that the law firm receives on their
general and their commitment to The facebook page up to $5,000.
Salvation Army in particular. In addition
to their regular volunteer service, you “We are humbled by this opportunity
may have seen the television advertisingo assist such a great organization,” says
which they donated to the organizationRalph Brown, a senior partner in the
to encourage others to get involved. firm. “Our firm wants to help shed light
on all the ways The Salvation Army
Now the local law firm is harnessing assists those in need in our community.”
the power of social media for social

To help out, visit facebook.com/rbrownlawyers
and click the 2like® button.

g5 Like

Use the 2share® feature to
spread the news to your friends.

www. SalvationArmyKnoxville.org
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Be A
Shield

This
Christmas!

For over 112 years,

The Salvation Army

has been a SHIELD in

the Knoxville area,
protecting some of the most
vulnerable in our
community. When you
volunteer or give to The
Salvation Army, you too,
are a SHIELD!

Give us aring!

Have you ever rung a bell for The
Salvation Army? The Red Kettle
Campaign is our largest fund-
raising event of the year. Kettles
will be out from November 14 right
through Christmas Eve at over 50
locations around the Knoxville area
and thousands of volunteers are
needed.

Sign up for a couple of hours or
recruit a team and take a day, a
week, or even more! It's an
important - not to mention fun -
way to be a SHIELD.

Here are just

a few ways

that you can

be a SHIELD
this Christmas...

Adopt an Angel

For the third year in a row,
JCPenneyis partnering with

The Salvation Army to make
adopting an Angel easy. Simply
visit jcpenney.com/angel, enter your
zip code and select the local Angel
or group of Angels that you would
like to adopt. You can do all of
your shopping online and UPS will
even take care of the shipping.

Once again, you can also pitch in
by picking up an Angel at any
Knoxville-area Kroger store.

These Angels cost $25 and proceeds
go directly to the Knoxville Angel
Tree program. Simply pick an
Angel off the tree and pay for it
along with your groceries.

Last Christmas, The Salvation Army served
12,327 people in the Knoxville Area.
e 4,611 children received 31,316 Christmas gifts through the

Angel Tree program.
* 2,125 Christmas food baskets were distributed.

Organize a
Donation Drive

Would you like to mobilize your
church, club or neighborhood to be
a SHIELD? Organize a donation
drive! Collect winter items - coats,
gloves, hats and scarves - to
distribute through the Angel Tree
program and through the long
winter months ahead.

Collect canned goods - or even
turkeys - for Thanksgiving and
Christmas food baskets. Collect
stocking stuffers to fill Salvation
Army Christmas stockings for
children and senior citizens.

Order Your
Christmas Tree

Yes, that’s right. You can be a
SHIELD when you purchase

this year’s Christmas tree!

Raise The Treeis once again
partnering with The Salvation
Army this Christmas. Visit
RaiseTheTree.com/SalvationArmy
and choose from a beautiful
selection of real trees, tree stands,
fresh pine wreaths or fresh white
pine garland.

Raise the Tree will deliver your
purchase right to your home. For
an additional charge, they’ll even
set it up for you. The best part is
that 25% of the proceeds will
benefit The Salvation Army.

Raise the Tree

DELIVERING CHRISTMAS,
SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES

For more information on these or a

other Salvation Army program, give
us a call at (865) 525-9401 or visit
SalvationArmyKnoxville.org.

» 5,670 children and senior citizens received Christmas stockings.
» 1,550 people enjoyed a Christmas meal.

B w.twitter.com/knoxr edshield

. www.facebook.com/knoxredshield




